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. | ‘UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


POR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMDIA 


Mohammed Amin Raeen.,. = 

Plaintiff, = Civil Case No. 
Ve *  1:05-CV-1271 
United Planning | . 
Organization, InC.<4 * 

Serendant, / 


Silver Spring, Maryland 

Monday, March 6, 2006 
Deposition Of: 

SHiRLEY Gs PISHER, 

the witness, called for oral examination by 
Counses for the Plaintiff, pursuant to notice, 
held at the law offices of Zipin & Melehy, 8403 
Colesville Sead. eu tee 610, Silver Spring, 
Maryland, beginning at as Get, before Donald E. 
Suavieow: Court Reporter and Notary Public in and 


for the State of Maryland, when were present: 


— QOD 210-5092 
Serving MD, D.C. & UA 


el. i {| a [|] Precise Reporting Services 
a UU 
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you would like them to. 
oF Un-nun. 

A. And so it may have been a situation 
where I got the request in not as quickly as I 
shoulda nave. 

Oo Un=hu ti. 

: A. Because sometimes things will come up. 
And it wasn't a situation where it was anybody's 
fault. It's just that things didn't happen as 
suiciy as I needed them to happen. 

So , dua went to him to get -- £0 make 


sure that I could get reimbursed. 


Ox Okay. | 

x 
he . LeS« 
0. Do you recall when Ben Jennings left 


employment with UPO? 
A. Let me see. 
I believe, if I recall correctly, I 


would say in March. I believe it was in March of 


2004. 


oF Do. you know why he left? 
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1 A. Do I know why he left? 

Z oe Uh-huh. 

3 | A. Only from the tidbits of information 

4 eC I heard, that there was some problems with = 
S funds may have been in use for purposes other than 


6 | they were allocated. 


7] Quite honestly, since I've not had 
8 any -- not seen anything in writing, I really 
3 don't know exactly why he was dismissed from his 
a6 7 Obs 
11 | Only from what I heard in passing and 
12 from what I read in the newspapers. 
13 : OF Okay. Who did you near vnae from, —s 


14 funds were used for purposes other than they were 
15 allocated? 
16 A. There was just kind of some gossip in 


17 | the agency. And then I think there was a staff 


18 meeting. Let me see. 
Lo | | I believe there was a meeting. Yes. 
20 And I don't know -- maybe a week or so after he 


a actually left the agency there was a meeting that. 
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i Columbia == 

2 As E heard thal (here was; Dut iL Ccon’t = i 
G can't, you know, I TUS: neaed that an passing. 

4 - You know, UPO is a small agency, very 

oO small. So there's a lot of hearing things in 

6 passing. 

7 Q. Uh-huh. Aad in this, you know, sort of 


8 SOSSGi1p That's colng On, whee did you hear was the 
9 reason for the investigation? 
10 | A. That there was some possible misuse of 
tet funds. I believe that was essentially what it. 
12, was, that funds had been used for purposes other 


Ls than what they were intended for. 


ae | oF DEG you hear saiyenine abouk wcnse of 

ils sche wbadhe cards? 

16 | A. Oh, that was -- yes. Yes. 

Li oT en What did you hear? 

18 | A. Well, that several Staff had -- had -- 
Lg they were able -- Pia ence eninveiite used eae 

20 cards, that there was a lot of charges on these 


21 credit cards. 
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And I think that that was one of the 
things that might have been possibly talked about 
in that meeting that I'm alluding to, put I'm not 
sure. 

oF Uh=huh. 
AL Just kind of in passing that there was 


some credit card problems, yes. 


QO. Do you remember which staff members were 


using the credit cards? 


A. Shirley Hill, I believe, was one of 
| them. 
C. And what was her position? 
A. Shirley was -~ I don't know the exact 
. | 


4 
pe, 
od 


title, but I believe she was a driver for the 


| executive office, for Mr. Jennings and Ms. Mack, 


and also, I think, another person there by the 


|}name of Darlene Booker. 


That's what I heard. 
O. Who did you hear these things from? 


A. From people alee passing. i Chink that == 


actually, Shirley told me that she had access to 
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cada need, but that she nett used it when she was 
allowed to use it, something like that, that she 
had permission to use it. I talked with her. 

oF Do you remember if this was before, 
during, or after the IG investigation? 


A. Probably during, but I'm not sure about 


that, because I really don't know when it ended. 


There were so many people running in and out of 
Dio Uiead fave oO 2Cea whem 2 a@ccually enced, 


But I know that it was for a period of. 


/} time. Maybe a month, six weeks, two months. I 


| don't know the exact time period. © 


x 


“By 


question you? 

A. |. Yes. 

OF Do you eanenbee who it was that 
questioned you? 

A. Ken Marti, M-A-R-T-I, I believe. 

Q. Do you remember when that was? 

A. Possibly -- I tried to find my daytimer 


for that period over the weekend. I must. have 
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Yes, there were some things I was 
concerned about. One of the things that I know 
for sure that Occurred was the Purchase of a boat. 

Q. Uh-huh. 
A. Perr think that, you know, a lot of 
People on staff were going fishing on that boat. 


And certainly I was not under the 


impression Chat: & Social Service agency bie 


a boat for people to go eho ng ON. I don't now 
what that was all about. 

Also -- I'm Crying - Sank of some of 
the things that occurred. 
One of the people OF Starr had: purchased 
a= VEO aceualig. 7 believe, they were given 


houses by Housing and Urban nove LOptaitet CO rehab. 


to sell to -— 
“0: Uh-huh. 
A. _— low- ~income families in the District 


OF Chimes. And one of the staff members was 
allowed to purchase one. And 1 just felt that 


that was inappropriate, 
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1 I'm trying to think what else I might 
7 have talked about. 
5 | | Oh. So essentially it was basically 


4 anything that we had encountered that we felt was 


inappropriate. 

6 People taking trips CO Sayed LOL s 7 
7 think of a couple of board members or one board 
8 member, at least, maybe a couple. There were a 


9 | lot of trips that people were taking. And it was 


10 | usually a select few. It was not spread across 
11 tie == 

12 Q. Uh-huh. 

13 A.  -- the board. 

14 Q. #£™Who = you said you knew for sure that 


ies they purchased a boat. 


16 OA, (Witness nodding head.) 
a oF How did you know for sure? 
18 A, Well, actually, one of the staff members 


19 at UPO told me. 
20 | O. Who was that? 


21 A. Larry Deneal. He was a very good friend 
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Or ie. Jennings. Well, I knew the oe because 
we used to go fishing on the boat. And I used ” 
take — of my kids on the boat. We would pay 
for it out of our call center. 

The kids who were in the program, we 
would take them out so that they could learn 
some —— well, most of then, they were inner city 
kids. They'd never been out on the bay. So on 
several occasions I would take the kids out on the 
boat. 

And apparently that was -- and that oe 
one of bias teiaice also that UPO had been using for 
these boat trips that they were taking people 
fishing, etc., etc. _ 

And so Larry told me that the bene was 
for sale and that Ben had Tr the boat. 

QO. Do you remember about when this was? Do 
you know the composition clearly? 

A. Whew. When would it “aoe been. I don't 
know. Maybe 2003. I'm not sure. 


Q. And what was Larry Deneal's position at 
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UPO? | 

A. I don't know what his title is, but he 
does -- he is a grants writer for the agency. 

Q. Does he still work at uPO? 

A. Yes. | 

QO. Do you know when he started? 

A. No. Probably -- hum -- early '90s, 
maybe. I'm not sure. 

oF Okay. 

A. Mid '90s. one frankly, I'm not sure. 

Q. Did you talk to any other UPO employees 
about he, purcnaee of the Soa 

A. Well, I think it was pretty common 
knowledge. Everybody knew that there was a boat. 

on Unni. 

A. And in passing we might speak about a 
DOats But -- and then speak about people going 


out of there fishing on Wednesdays and whatever, 


you know. | 


Or 


Did you ever talk to Amin Kakeh about 


the purchase of a boat? 
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es 
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A A. Probably. 

2 on Do ou remember any -- do you 

S specifically remember speaking es him about the 
A boat? | 

5 ; A. Not specifically. But, no, ‘not 

6 specifically, no. 

7 Os You also mentioned er a certain staff 
8 member had purchased a nonae. 

9 A. Uh-huh. 
10 Q. Which staff member was that? 
i A. That was Vanessa Rawls. 
12 QO. And how did you find out about that? 
13 _ A. That was -- that was just common 


14 knowledge all over the agency. 

£5 Oo. Do you remember, though, how you first 
16 found out about aa 

17 A. No. It's been quite a while ago. So 

18 {I'm not sure exactly how the erereatice was 

BS, approached, but rom. Sonepeay else that worked 

20 there. And i'm not exactly sure at this point who 


ZA. it was. 
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But she had indeed purchased a house. 
And later I found out that, yes, she had. 
Q. Okay. You also mentioned that board 


members were taking trips to Hawaii. 


Do you remember which board members that 


was? 


A. Hmmm. I think one of them has died. Not 
just to Hawaii, but to other places. I'm trying 


to remember. 


One of them has since died, but I think 


| he ended up paying his money for the cost of the 


Ublip back Giver ell Of this 2mves 194100 Degen. 


1. You also said that it was just a few | 


people, not spread out across the board. 


A. Yes « 

Oe Can you just explain weak ven meant by 
Coa. 

A. Well, there was usually a group of 
people -- 

O. Uh-huh. 


A. -- that went on trips. 
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There were just the same -- usually the 
sane people that were going on the trips. And 
instead of other people being asked would you be 
interested in going to this conference or that 


conference, it was just usually the same people. 


0. And can you list for me who those people 
were? 

A. Wayne Thompson, een Christmas, 
Priscilla Francis -- trying to enone -- Thelma 


Brown went frequently, Vanessa Rawls, and I think 
Darlene Booker went fairly frequently. I'm HOw 
sure. But I think so, because there was 5 board 
member by the name of Dorothy Brown who went on 


quite a few of the trips. And Darlene's job was 


| to kind of take care of her, because she had some 


medical problems. 
There were other people, but offhand I 
don’t recall who they were. 
OQ. Okay. 
A. But they were usually the core group 


that always went. And then Ben usually went. 
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@sa 


G 


GC; Did Gladys Mack go on any of these 
Lelps? 
A. I think she went on a couple, but I'm 


not real sure how many. 

O% You also said earlier that when you hear 
things at UPO, it's usually gospel, it's true, 
because it's a small organization. 

Can you elaborate his what you meant by 
that? 

A. Well, let me see. How might I say this. 


There's a -- let me see. How would I say this. 


It seems like everybody kind of knows what every 


other department is doing at UPO for some peason. 
And there's a lot of talking back and forth. It's 
anki agency and many of the people have been. 
er for a long time. So there are friendships. 
You know how this usually is when you're ina 
small organization. 


So people will tell you things that are 


) actually going on. And usually you can find out. 


And then one, if one is astute, one 
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dates. 
oF Okay. 
A. And there was something else I was very 
concerned with him about, and everybody knew this. 
This was — -- this had been a situation that 


had existed for a while, I think that UPO had 


actually -- Ben Jennings had actually loaned money 


to Therman Walker, who was treasurer of the board. 
Iomean, that was a concern that many of 


us had, because, you know, when you're in a social 


| service agency and you want to do what you have to 


do to positively impact the lives of people who 


are basically without means of feeding their kids 
| | | at 


3 9 
oe 


or supporting their family. 
SO we were concerned about nate, very 
concerned about that. 
oF Just to clarify, you said Ben Jennings 
loaned money. UPO money? 


A. UPO, I guess. Well, yes, UPO money, 


yes. And I hear it was quite a bit of money. 


Q. Do you know what grant or funds that 
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in force notice. 
Q. Do you know when he told you that? 
A. It was the day that he actually received 


it, because I remember either that Gay Or a Couple 


| of days before, another person had received a RIF 


notice. And then Amin said to me that he had 


received his. 


Q. Which other person received the RIF? 
A. Her name is Nona McLean. . 


U. And how did you find out that Ms. McLean 
had received a RIF notice? 
A. - She told me. She was very upset. She 


said, however, she had expected it. 


%, 
oF Why would she expect it? 
A. Well, it was common knowledge that she 


was Mr. Jennings' friend and that she lived in his 
house. 

oF So she thought that she was -- she 
received eo notice because she was closely tied 
to Mr. Jennings? 


A. Yes. 
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on Did she say -- you said that there was a 
reduction in force notice and she was upset but 
expecting it because she had a relationship with 
ie, Jennings? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


QO. Was the reason for the notice -- did it 


indicate it was because of her relationship with 
Mr. Jennings? 

A. I idntt ane the actual notice. f did 
not have access to that. 

OQ. Okay. When you spoke to Amin about his 
NOLLCEe, did he seem upset? 


A. Amin -- let me see how I can say this. 


fe] 


Amin comes from a culture of people that 


really don't show their feelings that much. 


Oz Uh-huh. 

AL ft was upset. I felt very badly for him 
because I know he had a family. And Amin was a -- 
Amin was a very -- is a very good person. 

And I felt very sad for him. Plus I had 


never, you know, a comptroller getting a Fae 
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Qa 


9 


notice? 
2. Did you find that odd? 
A. Yes, very odd. 


Q. Why? 


A. Well, one, I found it very odd because [I 


recall maybe a few weeks before that RIF notice 


| Chere was a great deal of talk about UPO 


contracting out the finance, administration of the 
finance Office to another group. 


And I know that he feaily was concerned 


} about the welfare of his staff. And he 


actually -- [ think he was trying to do everything 
ne could, ane some people in the CLliEy 
government and on Hitt: to keep those People 
from losing Ceir FOp, because he figured that 


they were going to contract out Che whole office. 


4nd so that was very -- it concerned me. 


Plus the reduction in force of a comptroller, 
the head of a Finance division? That Just didn't 
make much sense to me. 


On Uh-huh. 
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| om 
A. And then, of course, a couple of weeks 


later, after he was gone, in came ~~ OL maybe it 

wasn't a couple of weeks. Maybe it was a week or 
so. In came the Walker and Company, which was -- 
and then I believe -- I think when he left, there 


was a woman by the name of Sheila Shears who was 


placed in his position, acting, or I don't know 


what her actual title was. I don't have privy to 


Ena cs 

er You said that Amin was concerned about 
his staff in the finance department and was 
contacting people in the city cevatcmmen’. 


Which people? Do you Know? 


A. I think some council members, maybe. 
CO. And how was he contacting them? 
A. I think he faxed them a letter. I think 


jhe got his staff together, if I recall correctly 


and, you know, they composed a letter and faxed 
on 
I do recall that I was told they faxed 


1G UO Catania, I Delzeve, Dave Catania. 
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1 | On Did you’ ever see the letter’? 

Z A. You know, I'm trying to remember if I 

3 Saw a copy of that letter or not. I'm not sure. 

4 I may have, but I'm not sure. 

5 Q. Do you now Waar it said? 

6 A. Essentially that the office was being -- 
7 | that the management and administration of the 

8 | finance office was being out-sourced, something to 


9 that effect. 


10 oF Did the letter mention anything about 
11 | the investigation of UPO or any financial 

12 mismanagement? 

lies AL ‘iT don't know. 

x, 

14 Oo» Did Mr. Kakeh ever mention to you that 
15 he might have received the RIF notice in 

16 | retaliation for cooperating in an investigation? 
177 = A. Yes. 

18 | or When did he say that? 

aa sk, On the day that he got the notice, 

20 because I was, you know, I was quite overwhelmed. 


21 I respected him. I liked hima lot. He was 


PREC IOS REPORTING SERVICES 
(301) 210-5092 (877) 4 A STENO 


ae 


Case 1:05-cv-01271-GK DocunmeusBr2On dilesiHIa2r/2007 FPagsR2 of 27 


CONDUCTED ON MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2006 


@s 


8 


} were okay. 


And then on one occasion I called him to 
get -- or to ask him if he could get me the 
English versaen of the Koran. And he did. And he 
had == I think ” had something with his -- wrong 
with his back. And he couldn't bring it to me. 

So he called to say that his children, 
his daughters, one daughter now, goes to the 
Islamic Girls School in Springfield, at the mosque 
in Springfield. 

So they were having a fund-raiser, and 
he just called me up to say that his wife — the 


children were going to the fund-raiser and they 
% | | 


op 
Sd 


would like to invite me to go with them and I 
could get the English copy of the Koran then. 


And so I met the family one time. But 


| I've never been to the house. Just, you know,. 


I've always been, as I said to you before, I'm one 
of these people that I've got this big heart. And 
when I see people that I feel, you know, are ina 


very, very tough situation, I'm always -- try to 
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you don't have anything concrete to -- so it's 


speculative, 1£ you will. 

OO SUTe. 

Did you ever have a conversation after 

Mr. Kakeh left with any shes UPO employee about 
Mr. Kakeh's feelings that he was let go for 
Pabcici po 1G 1 an ‘evantiankiusd 

A. Well, I talked to Doris Stashenko. I 
mean, Doris and I, we're not real good friends, 
but we talk. And I, you know, kind of kept her 
abreast of how he's doing. 


ics DEe@lLCy Muck a general feeling there 


that -- that the RIF was not -- I mean, let's face 
it. You have a RIF in an agency and only two 


people are RIF'd? You wonder why. 

Q. Un hs 

A. There's something else that ee 
occurred to me now. I recall that Mr. Kakeh was 


concerned because he was not able to get a job. 


| He went on many interviews, or some interviews. I 


don't Know how many. 
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was. But, you know, I think if you would give him 
a chance, I did say to them that he is a very, 
very -- I can attest to the fact that he 1s avery 


honest, very good person. I know that he is a 


devout Muslim. I know he prays five times a day. 


I know they go to the mosque, because he told me 
CaS. 

Plus I know when I was there at the 
fund-raiser, I talked about eae epergooay seemed 


to know the family and has a lot of respect for 


| them. 


So I said to him, I hope that you'll 


give. this man a chance. He's got a family that he 
4 | 


‘cA 


needs to take care of. 

And so after talking with the guy, I'ma 
pretty persuasive person, I mean, I just, you 
know, and basically I just said to him I hope -- I 
mean, I think it's something to do -- I don't 
recall the name of the firm, but it's something to 
do with sustice. 


So I kind of used that word itself, 
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| justice. I said, look, you know, here's a man who 


is honest, decent. He's a Muslim. Do you have 
any Muslims on staff? 

No. 

Well, you ought to give him a chance. 
That would be a more diverse staff. 

~ And at the end he said to me, you caow, 

IT think I know what I'm going to do. And so he 
didn't say, yes, he was going to hire, no, he 


wasn't. But I had said, well, I'm sure you are 


| going to do the right thing: 


So actually I did give the reference. 
Q. Did you mention anything during the 
course of giving a reference, or did the person 
calling you, about Mr. Kakeh's allegations that he 


left, he was let go in retaliation for 


participating in an investigation? 


A. T don't believe so. I don't believe so. 
QO. Okay. In March or April of 2004, around 
that time frame, did you ever see Amin Kakeh fax 


documents to government agencies outside his 
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ag general duties? 
2 A. The only thing I did see because I was 


> around the fax and he did fax a letter that I Ol. 


4 you about being concerned about the out-sourcing 
5 the finance office. 

60 ; QO. Uh-huh. 

7 A. When he was trying to help. 4 did see 
8 him fax -- I believe it was to one of the council 


<9 members. And I think he also faxed it to the 


10 president of the board at that time. 


11 | But other than that, no. Anything else, 
12 1s 
13 oP What fax machine did he use to fax this 


LA letter? 


ee A. It was a fax machine at finance. 

16 Because I went around there to fax something. I 

1 don't have a fax. I didn't have a fax machine at 
Le my disposal at that time, ” I often used finance 
19 fax machine and their copy machine. 

20 C. Un=hunh. 

Za Was anyone, any other UPO employee, ina 
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0. Were you involved in the process of 


issuing of the RIF notices? 


A. NO», TO. 
O. And you mentioned that you were aware 


that Mr. Jennings had made a loan to Therman | 


Walker. 
Do you know when you first learned about 
that loan? 
A. It was quite sometime ago. 


oF Was it prior to 2004? 


Eis Yes. 
oO. Praor tO. 20037 
A. I'm not sure exactly when it was, but I 


think it might have been 2002 or 2003 sometime. 
I’m not sure of the exact date. — I can't be sure 
of the date. 
| on And you mentioned some trips to 
Hawaii -- 
A. Uh-huh. 
Q. -- that people had gone on and you 


identified several employees. 
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